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upon completion of her term, devoted the rest
of her time with us to consulting for various re-
ligious congregations.

Sister Barbara dedicated her entire life to
serving others. She used the power of her be-
liefs and commitment to instill hope and inspi-
ration in all who knew her.

Therefore, Madam Speaker, | rise with my
colleagues in the House of Representatives to
honor the life and contributions of Sister Bar-
bara Suessman.

———

RECOGNIZING JAMES EDWARD
LEACH FOR ACHIEVING THE
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize James Leach, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 314, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

James has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years James has been involved with scouting,
he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam, Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending James Leach for his ac-
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

CONGRESS MUST CO-SIGN ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, |
am today introducing a bill to require focused,
careful consideration and separate Congres-
sional approval of a form of back-door spend-
ing that could leave the taxpayers exposed to
serious financial liability.

It is cosponsored by our colleagues Mr.
WALZ, Mr. FLAKE, Ms. McCoLLUM, Ms.
MALONEY, Ms. BACHMANN, Mr. GARRETT, Mr.
LAMBORN, Mr. KLINE, Ms. MUSGRAVE and Mr.
MILLER of Florida. | greatly appreciate their as-
sistance and support.

The bill, entitled the “Congress Must Co-
Sign Act” deals with proposals to have the
Department of Transportation lend a billion
dollars—or more—for any one purpose.

It would require greater transparency re-
garding such loans and a separate Congres-
sional vote to approve each such loan, even
if it had received preliminary approval either
on its own or as part of a larger measure.

The purpose is to increase Congressional
accountability and to reduce the chance the
taxpayers will find themselves stuck with the
bill if the lender should default on one of these
loans.

The bill would require the Secretary of
Transportation to provide Congress advance
written notice at least 60 days before any De-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

partment of Transportation funds can be used
to make a loan in an amount greater than $1
billion. This notice would have to include infor-
mation about the purpose, the authority and
the terms and conditions of the loan.

And the bill would require that after receiv-
ing the notice, Congress would have to pass
legislation approving the loan before the
Transportation Department could go forward
and lend the money.

This is not just a theoretical matter—one
such mega-loan is now being processed within
the Administration. And that fact illustrates the
need to broaden the focus in the debate about
“earmarks” and special tax breaks. We in
Congress need to take a harder look not just
at direct spending and the indirect spending
through the tax code, but also at backdoor
spending through the lending of taxpayer dol-
lars.

In all these areas, there is a need for great-
er transparency and accountability. That's why
| have introduced H.R. 595, the “Stimulating
Leadership in Controlling Expenditures”—or
“SLICE”—Act, to enact a constitutionally
sound version of a line-item veto for individual
spending items.

It's also why | have introduced H.R. 905, the
Commission on Unfair Tax Breaks and Sub-
sidies—or “CUTS”—Act, which would provide
another way to require action to increase eg-
uity and accountability in the federal budget.

And that is why | am introducing this bill
today—not because | am convinced that the
pending loan, or some similar loans in the fu-
ture, would not be appropriate, but because |
think it's essential that a decision to approve
such a mega-loan should be made in a care-
ful, deliberate way with full discussion of the
merits and potential risks and a separate vote
here in the Congress. At the end of the day,
I might vote to approve the pending loan or
some other loan of that type, or | might con-
clude that the potential costs outweigh the
likely benefits. My purpose is not to prejudge
the result, but to require a better, more open
way of making a decision.

The federal budget remains awash in a sea
of red ink and we are continuing to add to the
Nation’s towering pile of debt. People in Colo-
rado and across the country expect greater
transparency and accountability from their
elected officials and our decisions on spend-
ing. This bill would take an important step in
that direction and | think it deserves the sup-
port of all our colleagues.

———

EXPRESSING SORROW OF THE
HOUSE AT THE DEATH OF THE
HONORABLE CHARLIE NORWOOD,
MEMBER OF CONGRESS FROM
THE STATE OF GEORGIA

SPEECH OF

HON. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR.

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, February 14, 2007

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, it is
with deep sadness that | mourn the loss of my
friend and colleague, Congressman CHARLIE
NoORwoOD. CHARLIE was a tenacious fighter in
Congress who would not back down from his
beliefs. More important than his work in the
House of Representatives, he was a dedicated
husband, loving father of two sons and a
grandfather of four.
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CHARLIE served his country proudly in Viet-
nam and was a decorated veteran. Upon his
return to the states, he practiced dentistry and
helped countless Georgians. In 1994, he
brought his compassion and conservative val-
ues to Washington. | soon learned that CHAR-
LIE NORWOOD was a man of impressive char-
acter and conviction, with a Southern charm
and heart of gold.

CHARLIE NORWOOD was a fervent believer in
tackling the problem of illegal immigration, and
| enjoyed working with him to pass immigra-
tion reform. CHARLIE made a valuable con-
tribution to the House’s immigration bill in the
109th Congress by including parts of his
CLEAR Act in the legislation. | shared his be-
lief that we should direct local law enforce-
ment to help us apprehend the illegal immi-
grants in this country who are criminals.

CHARLIE courageously battled cancer for a
number of years, and he was an inspiration to
many, including his colleagues on both sides
of the aisle. | am pleased that | had the oppor-
tunity to work with CHARLIE, and my wife
Cheryl and | extend our deepest sympathies
to Gloria Norwood and their entire family.

———

RECOGNIZING RYAN DANIEL HAR-
RIS FOR ACHIEVING THE RANK
OF EAGLE SCOUT

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to recognize Ryan Harris, a very spe-
cial young man who has exemplified the finest
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 314, and in earning the most pres-
tigious award of Eagle Scout.

Ryan has been very active with his troop,
participating in many scout activities. Over the
years Ryan has been involved with scouting,
he has not only earned numerous merit
badges, but also the respect of his family,
peers, and community.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in commending Ryan Harris for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the
highest distinction of Eagle Scout.

INTRODUCING THE IRAQ
CONTINGENCY PLANNING ACT

HON. MARK UDALL

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, February 16, 2007

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker,
this week the House has considered a resolu-
tion focused on the President’s plan to esca-
late the war in Iraq by committing more troops.
That certainly deserves the debate it has re-
ceived.

| voted for the resolution disapproving of the
escalation plan because | think that plan is
misguided and will not be effective in the con-
text of the civil war that has emerged in Iraq.

Of course, I'm not under any illusion that the
president will listen to the resolution’s mes-
sage. He has made clear his intention to move
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